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THE MASK SLIPS
Boris Johnson
readjusts his face
covering during a visit
to Belfast in August.
Just a month later
he is readjusting
legislation which

he admits breaks
International law
PICTURE: Brian
Lawless/PA

Law-breaking bill from
Boris more about state
aid than the union

TATE aid, not the sea border, is the
government's real concern in its
deranged threat to rewrite the Brexit
withdrawal agreement.

Northern Ireland is meant to stay within the
EU’s business subsidy regime, whose rules
would leak into Britain via firms that trade
across the UK.

‘This ruins the government’s Brexit vision of
subsiding world-class new industries.

The extraordinary bill presented to
the Commons this week has been spun
as protecting Northern Ireland’s place in
the union, with ministers saying this is so
important it justifies breaking international
law. Yet the bill barely touches on removing
checks and paperwork across the Irish Sea.
Its focus is overwhelmingly on plugging the
leak of state aid rules into Britain, which
infers an even higher barrier.

The logical end point of this brinkmanship,

g it is brink hip, is a minimal
trade deal with a sea border that not only
tracks customs and standards but also
catches subsidised products to the EU’s
satisfaction.

Imagine going to buy a Nissan on the
Boucher Road, where the sticker price
included a surcharge to offset any grants to
the car factory in Sunderland.

Given the twists and turns of the past four
years it is a little unkind to quote anyone’s
predictions following the EU referendum.
However, there is something special about
the June 2016 remarks by Alastair Hamilton,
then head of Invest NI, that Brexit would free
Northern Ireland from the “challenges” of EU
state aid rules.

At least Hamilton’s view was sincere. We
have had four years of cynical claims that
Brexit breaches the Good Friday Agreement,
despite the courts pointing out early on
this is untrue.

Now the Agreement has been
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Agreement and her position is undoubtedly
weakening. However, everyone in the DUP
realises the sea border cannot be tackled by
once again trusting the treacherous Tories, so
Foster’s only sin is fatalism - not something to
which Presbyterians can object.

While a dearth of suitable successors is
widely seen as the main thing keeping the
DUP leader in post, ambition is hardly rare
among politicians and candidates will emerge
once they feel the time is right. What is saving
Foster for now is Brexit's potential to get even
worse for unionism. Why would anyone want
to replace her before she can take the final fall
for everything?

It is inevitable that people will question
the coincidence of London appearing to risk
a hard border after two weeks of arrests of
alleged members of the New [RA, who reports
accuse of planning Brexit-related “mayhem”.

In reality, an all-Ireland policing and
intelligence operation of this nature will have
been several years in the making and involved
far too many individuals and factors to
synchronise with Downing Street bluster, even
if anyone was inclined to do so.

As if to prove Brexit politics sails right
over its head, the PSNI held a media launch
on Tuesday, right in the middle of the law-
breaking bill farrago, for its “ANPR Intercept
Team” - a new fleet of police cars equipped

with automatic number plate recognition to
target organised crime. [t was lucky to avoid
headlines about a hard border patrol.

Having worked flawlessly for months,
Northern Ireland’s covid testing system has
suddenly jammed up with bookings and even
referring people to Stranraer or even farther
afield. Some of this is due to UK-wide IT issues
but the main problem is that the 6,000-test
daily capacity was swamped when 350,000
children and 20,000 teachers went back to
school, which does not seem like something
that should have caught the executive by
surprise.

Prominent lobby group the Committee for
the Administration of Justice seems a bit
put out by a routine refresh at the Northern
Ireland Human Rights Commission.

The secretary of state has appointed five
new members to the six-person commission
at the end of their three-year contracts.

CAJ merely “noted” this when ‘welcomed’
is the traditional greeting, with a rather
sniffy press release adding: “CAJ hopes [the
commissioners] will demonstrate their firm
commitment to upholding international
human rights standards”.

There is no criticism of the new appointees,
nor could there be, for they are a balanced
selection of well-qualified civic worthies
indistinguishable from their predecessors.

Could it be that CAJ simply had other
names in mind?

Sinn Féin and the DUP have been
squabbling in the assembly chamber over
marking Northern Ireland’s centenary, in
entirely predictable exchanges.

profoundly damaged by the government
blithely announcing it will break treaties

at will.
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‘With Brexit’s contradictions coming
to a head, speculation is mounting on
the future of DUP leader Arlene Foster.
She has appeared to be at odds with her
party over the past week by accepting
the inevitability of the Withdrawal

The logical end point of this
brinkmanshio, assuming it is

brinkmanship, is a minimal

trade deal with a sea border

There are increasing signs of
both parties exploiting the issue for
confrontation.

Instead of bad-tempered disputes
over different interpretations of history,
it might help to refocus on the calming
commemorative proposal in January’s
New Decade, New Approach deal, to
plant a “Great Ulster Forest”. Why has
this excellent idea been downplayed? Is
it because nobody can see the wood for
the trees?
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A Loyalist ‘Soviet’

THE victimisation of Catholic
workers in Belfast shows no sign
of improvement and the pogrom is
in full swing still. Still further cases
of expulsion are being reported
and even in certain Governmental
departmental offices locally it has
been found necessary to issue a
general notice that any interference
witp| employees will be severely dealt
with.

At the Midland Railway Company
[Belfast] a notice has been issued
to workers calling a meeting for
today at the behest of the self-
appointed [Loyalist] ‘Soviet' to deal
with ‘all RCs’ in the employment
of that organisation. However, it is
understood that the authorities have
promised that protection will be given
against any attempt to victimise
workers.

A deputation of Labour
representatives from various parts of
Great Britain has been on a visit to
the city and district. They included
Lisburn in their itinerary and were
particularly engaged in enquiries
as to the expulsions of workers. In
addition to the question of the Belfast
workers, the position in Banbridge
and other adjoining towns has given
rise to grave anxiety.

Military Attack Civilians

in Wexford
CONSIDERABLE excitement
prevailed in Wexford on Friday night
following an uncalled-for outbreak by
uniformed men. Shortly before ten
o’'clock men armed with trench tools
took possession of the Main Street,
jeering at civilians and jostling them
off the footpaths.

Their provocative tactics failed
to break down the restraint of the
people who realised that the men
were ‘out for trouble’. The uniformed
men ran amok without any pretext. A
police patrol endeavoured to restrain
the outburst but failed and retired to
the barracks for reinforcements.

Belfast RIC Resignations
THERE have been a number of
resignations from the RIC force

in the Ballymacarrett district of
Belfast during the past few weeks.
Three constables stationed at
Mountpottinger Barracks have
resigned. Those resigning are:
Constable John J Keown (13 years’
service), Constable Dan Green (16
years service) and Constable Peter
Twomey (12 years' service). The
resignation from Newtownards Road
is Constable Walsh.

Up to the present The Irish News
has received 27 letters on the
subject of the RIC’s relations with the
government. All the writers protest
indignantly against the statement that
they or their comrades would resign
if the [hunger-striking] Lord Mayor
of Cork was released. 'It is the other
way about,” writes one Constable.
Others refer disrespectfully to the
‘Black and Tans’. (Worn down by
the IRA campaign and unhappy

at the dilution of the force by
gung-ho Black and Tans, the RIC
experienced mass resignations. In
the North Craig and his lieutenants
made clear their distrust of the
mainly Catholic force.)
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